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PENNY TOKENS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


PRIVATE tokens were used first at an early period of the reign of Henry 
the Eighth, to supply the want of silver coins. In the reign of Elizabeth, the 
use of private tokens for money, which were stamped by inferior tradesmen, 
such as grocers, vintners, &c., had grown to such excess, as to be the subject 
of frequent complaint. They were made of lead, tin, latten,* and even leather. 
Of these base materials were formed farthings and halfpence, to the great 
derogation of the princely dignity and honor, and as great loss to the poor, 
since they were only to be repaid at the same shop from whence they were 
first received. In the reign of James I. this practice had increased to a degree 
which greatly needed reformation, and these illegitimate coins were abolished 
in the year 1613, by a proclamation. In this proclamation notice was given 
that his majesty being willing to continue to his subjects the good arising from 
such small moneys, under such regulations as should restrain the abuse of 
them, had given authority to Sir J. Harrington to make such a competent 
quantity of farthing tokens of copper, as might be conveniently issued among 
his subjects. That it was not his majesty's intention to make them moneys, or 
to receive them in payment, otherwise than their own good liking, but only to 
give them license to use them according to their occasions, without any fee, 
charge or constraint imposed upon them. 

At the restoration of Charles II., small change began to be extremely 
scarce, as no farthings or farthing tokens had been issued during the usurpa- 
tion,t and private persons were.again under the necessity of striking their own 
tokens. It being contrary to law, many persons were taken into custody for 
this practice, but their offence was remitted, upon their promise not to offend 
in future. His majesty gave directions for the speedy making of a quantity 
of farthings and halfpence, and no others were to be used. Such, however, 
was the vast profit attending these tokens, that the utterers of them chose to 
run any hazards of the law, rather than quit the hopes of their private lucre. 


* «Latten ”’ was a fine kind of brass or bronze, used in the middle ages, for crosses, candlesticke, &c. ; the same 
term is also applied to sheet tin, and iron plate covered with tin.—Ebs. 
t See editorial introduction to the next article. 
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The striking of tradesmen’s tokens was again resumed in the reign of 
George III., and was suggested, and in some degree justified, by the disgraceful 
state of the copper currency. It commenced with the Anglesey penny in 
1784, (see Ruding on English Coins, page 93,) and from that time increased 
rapidly, until they were suppressed by an issue of lawful coins in 1797. In 
1811, the want of silver change was felt so much, as to occasion the circulation 
of private tokens to supply the place of sixpences and shillings, also copper 
tokens. An-Act was passed forbidding tokens of any kind to be current after 
March 25th, 1813, but the privilege to do so was twice extended during that 
year. In 1817, it was finally passed to forbid making any such tokens in 
future, or the circulation of them, after January 1st, 1818. This class of coins 
has an interest, from the frequent allusions to the historical events, to the 
manufactories, cathedrals, &c., of the localities where they were issued, and 
they are sometimes well executed :—as the Bristel penny, with the arms of 
the City of Bristol ; Coventry, with the Coventry Cross, and on the reverse 
the Lady Godiva on horseback. Also the Westminster halfpenny, with the 
Princess of Wales, and on the reverse the arms of Westminster, surmounted 
by the cognizance of the Prince of Wales,—a plume of three white ostrich 
feathers issuing through the rim of the royal coronet : date, 1795. 

Communicated by R. S. 

Boston, August, 1875. 


PEWTER FARTHINGS OF CROMWELL. 


It will be seen from the following article, that the statement on the previous page, that no 
tokens had been issued during the usurpation of Cromwell, is not exactly correct. The pewter 
tokens of 1654 were undoubtedly struck in very small numbers, probably not accomplishing at 
all the purposes of the issuers, viz. to supply small change for general circulation. The fact, 
however, remains, that there was an attempt, under Cromwell, to continue the custom which 
had been condemned by James I.—Ebs. 


Some of the farthings of 1654 are still in existence; and we will now 
describe the two pewter farthings of that date which were actually put into 
circulation, as we learn from the following passage in a contemporary news- 
paper :— 

‘Wednesday, 26th April, 1654.—‘ This night are come out new Farth- 
ings, weighing a quarter of an ounce fine Pewter, which is but the price of 
new Pewter; that so the people may never hereafter fear to loose much by 
them ; with the Harp of one side, and a crosse on the other, with T. kK. above 
it.—Page 3802, No. 239, of Severall Proceedings of State Affairs.” 


That the issue of these farthings was unauthorised and contrary to the 
wishes of the government, appears from an official notice which was speedily 
published, prohibiting their circulation in these terms :— 


‘An Advertisement. 
‘‘Whereas several persons have presented unto his Highness and his 
Councel, divers patterns for the making of a common Farthing for the use of 
the Common wealth; and have attended several times about the same, and at 
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this day the business is depending before his honourable Council, and their 
pleasure as yet not signified therein. And yet notwithstanding in the mean 
time several persons have presumed without any Authority or Declaration of 
the State to set the Common-wealth of Zxglands Arms on a piece of pewter 
of the weight of about a quarter of an ounce, and have procured intimation 
in Print to be made, that these pewter farthings are allowed to pass cur- 
rant through the Common-wealth of Zxg/and, &c., and in pursuance thereof, 
have and do daily vend these unauthorized pewter farthings in London and 
other parts of this Commonwealth, to the great deceit and dammage of this 
Nation. 

“These are to give notice to all men, that if there be not a sudden stop 
of the making and vending of those pewter farthings, the Commonwealth will 
be greatly deceived, both by mixing the Pewter with Lead, and also every 
Tinker and other lewd persons will get molds and make the said pewter 
farthings in every corner. Therefore ail people ought to take notice that no 
farthings are to pass, but such only as shall be authorized, by his Highness 
and his Councel to pass through the Common-wealth.’—Page 3474, No. 204, 
of Mercurius Politicus, 4—11th May, 1654. 


There are two varieties of these pewter farthings, apparently from the 
same dies, but one has the addition of a sun with long rays over the shield on 
the reverse. 

No. 1. Obverse, a shield bearing across. Above it, a wreath of what 
appear to be roses, enclosing the initials tr. k. Legend—{ OvVNCE. OF. FINE. 
pPEWwT*. Reverse, a similar shield bearing the Irish harp; a wreath of laurel 
above. Legend—ror. NECESSARY. CHANGE. On each side is a beaded inner 
circle. Size .9 of an inch in diameter. 

No. 2. Nearly similar to No. 1, being the same dies, but with the 
addition of a sun over the centre of the reverse, its rays reaching to the inner 
circle. It was the best specimen available, since, although it shows much 
decay, it is less corroded than that in the British Museum. On a very fine 
specimen sold at Mr. J. B. Bergne’s sale, 27th May, 1873, lot 874, the eyes, 
nose, and mouth could be distinguished on the face of the sun.—/rom 
Numismata Cromwelliana. 


A VISIT TO THE PHILADELPHIA MINT CABINET. 


ENTERING the large building of the United States Mint, on Chestnut 
street, we were kindly received by the foreman, in the reception room. He 
transferred us to a guide, and we rambled through the numerous rooms of the 
building, and were then introduced to Mr. Du Bois, one of the officers of the 
Mint, who took us into his private office, and exhibited to us several operations 
not shown to visitors. But it is impossible for us to give a clear description of 
all we witnessed, as our stay would not permit us to note everything accurately, 
and beside, each room would present sufficient study for a separate article. 
We shall therefore only mention particularly the cabinet, in which department 
we spent some time. 

In one case were about 260 coins of Austria, Portugal and Spain. The 
coins were of different sizes and cast in numerous metals and stamps. In the 
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coins of the Netherlands and Belgium we noticed the denominations of 
Centime, Gulden, Stivers, Crown, Florins, Kreutzer, Riksdaler, etc. On one 
Centime was, ‘ Overyssel, 1767.’ Our attention was called to a large silver 
coin, called a ‘Lion d'argent.’ The device upon the face of this was a lion, 
with a drawn sword, defending a shield which bore ‘Libertas.’ In a large 
case we noticed a magnificent collection of Oriental coins, containing money 
from Turkey, Egypt, Algiers, Tripoli, Tunis, Persia, Hindostan, China and 
Siam, Malay Archipelago and also British Tokens. In this case there were 
four coins of Bedredd in Lulu, Prince of Mosul. They are double-dinars, and 
extremely rare. There was also a fine collection from Mexico, Central America 
and Brazil. In the selection from the West Indies there are many interesting 
coins. Among them are several fragments called ‘cut money.’ Frequently 
five pieces would be cut from one dollar and passed for twenty-five cents each. 
In the same case we noticed a large silver coin—a Trinidad dollar—with the 
centre cut out. This was done to prevent exportation, and it was valued at 
83 cents. There were also coins of the British, Danish, French, Sandwich and 
Ionia Islands, the Sierra Leone Company and the Republic of Liberia. In a 
small case, containing coins from Japan, we noticed a piece of money about the 
size of a man’s hand. This was made of gold, and called an ‘ Oban,’ the value 
being $75. The old regulations in regard to this coin were singular—for carry- 
ing it out of Japan willfully was death, [no such law xow,| and by accident, an 
imprisonment for life. In one case is a large collection of Roman coins of the 
Byzantine Empire, dating from A. D. 395 to 1448. Opposite to this is a case 
containing coins of the Greek Republics from three to seven centuries B. C. 
In a large circular case is a collection of United States coins dating from 1793. 
One large case was filled with coins from Prussia, Saxony, Sardinia, Tuscany, 
and other States. There are also numerous other coins, which we will not 
mention, for to acquire a correct idea and estimate of them necessitates many 
days spent in their study. 

Let us now briefly allude to some of the principal minerals and curiosi- 
ties worthy of mention. First, we notice three golden images from the Chiri- 
qui graves in Central America. They are cast in the form of a man, reptile 
and bird, the largest being valued at $34.68. These rude specimens of 
antiquity show the state of art at that remote but unknown period. The dis- 
covery of these ancient graveyards, in 1858, occasioned much interest. Near 
these were some specimens of the African shell money, and forty of the pieces 
will buy a slave. Among the African collections was a variety of ornaments, 
consisting of silver rings for the ankles and wrists, ring of native gold, trinkets, 
chain, rings and pipe. A neat curiosity was presented in a gold dollar found 
in the gizzard of a chicken, by Captain Henry Little, U. S. A., at Camp Floyd, 
Utah Territory. There was also a large collection of gold, silver, copper and 
other ores from different parts of the United States and distant mines. We 
noticed an imitation of the great Dewey Diamond found in 1854 on the borders 
of Virginia and North Carolina. The owner of the original was offered 
$20,000 for his jewel and refused it. [So he pretended.] A very beautiful 
curiosity was exhibited in the form of a bird’s nest encrusted by carbonate of 
lime. On one of the shelves of the case was an old stone, a fragment of a 
historical record of ancient Nineveh, and a clay tube with the arrow-head 
writing. Also, a lot of specimens from the wreck of the San Pedro, in 1815, 
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and seven of the twelve sacred jewels, nearly the same as those found in the 
breastplate. Over the top of a case was a cast of the head of Oliver Cromwell, 
taken immediately after death, and presented by one of his descendants.— 
Democrat, Doylestown, Pa. 


« SIL— NIC — COP.” 


(Extract from the Minutes of Experiments in the Assay Office, U. S. Mint, 
Philadelphia.) 


April 15, 1869. Experiment on alloy proposed by Koulz, German 
chemist, and recommended by Krackowizer, New York Chemist, for small 
coins ; “the finest, cheapest, and cleanest of any in the world.’”—(Moring’s 
Pamphlet.) The mixture is, 


Silver, 26 per ct; Nickel, 33 per ct; Copper, 41 per ct; total, 100 per ct. 


Mr. Eckfeldt made a small bar, and gave it three meltings. It was rolled 
down with great difficulty, splitting and cracking in spite of all precaution and 
annealings. Mr. Barber made a reverse die to try it under the press, (using 
the dime head for the obverse,) and a faint impression was produced, in the 
steam press. The metal is totally unfit for coinage, and the color is bad. 
Fifteen pieces were struck and the die destroyed. We have satisfactorily 
proved that this ternary alloy should never be tried again. Even if it had 
been ductile malleable, the infusion of silver would be a loss, as it would add 
little to the value, being in such low proportion that it would poorly pay for 
extraction. W. E. D. 


SCHROFFING DOLLARS. 
BY THE REV. EDMUND F. SLAFTER, A. M. 


In looking over an elaborate work intended to present to the mind 
pictures of China and its people, their arts, usages and manners, with photo- 
graphic illustrations, in four sumptuous volumes, magnificent folios, with the 
finest accessories of letter-press and paper, I observed the following brief 
account of the Chinese method of schroffing dollars, which may be interesting 
to the readers of the Yournal. | regret that I cannot transfer to its pages 
Mr. Thomson's exquisite photograph representing this interesting process. 
The picture exhibits four persons, one of whom appears to be a young 
woman, in the midst of the money bags, in an apartment designed for the 
purpose, eagerly inspecting the silver coins, gracefully balancing them upon 
the tips of their fingers, causing them, by their skillful manipulations, to ring 
out their true character, whether genuine or spurious. The following descrip- 
tion accompanies the photograph : 

“ Schroffing, or testing and examining dollars, is an operation conducted 
by the compradore’s staff in receiving payment for cargoes, to ascertain that 
no counterfeit coin has been introduced. These tests are managed with 
dexterity and speed. In transferring the dollars from one sack to another, 
two are taken up at a time, poised upon the tips of the fingers, struck, and 
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sounded, the tone of base metal being readily detected. The milling of the 
edge is also examined, as the Chinese show great cleverness in sawing the 
dollar asunder, scraping out and re-uniting the two halves, which they fill up 
with a hard solder made of a cheap metal, that when rung emits a clear silver 
tone. So deftly is the re-uniting done, that none but an expert can detect the 
junction of the two halves. When the dollars have all been schroffed, payment 
is made by weight.” — /llustrations of China and its People by F Thomson, 
FR. G. S., London, 1873. Vol. L. 





HISTORICAL RELICS OF OLDEN TIMES. 


On Tuesday, the 12th instant, Mr. J. J. Snider, while excavating for a barn, 
near the site of old Fort Loudon, on Tellico River, just above its junction 
with the Little Tennessee, discovered some rare and beautiful relics, consisting 
of a valuable medal of silver, two dozen silver buttons, a chain of gold, 
and other articles. These were all found in connection with a skeleton, which 
Mr. S. thinks was larger than the ordinary size. Two other skeletons were 
found in close proximity. Remains of clothing were evident, but almost 
entirely decayed. 

The medal is two and a fourth inches in diameter, and surmounted by an 
eagle wing and pipe of peace. On one side is a dasso relievo likeness of 
George the Third in full costume. The hair is rolled back from the forehead 
in the style of his time, and tied at the back with a ribbon, while a band 
of olive leaves surmounts his head. Around the figure is the following 
inscription : “‘GEORGIUS III. D. G. M. BRI, FRA. ET. HIB. REX. F. D.” On the 
reverse is a basso relievo landscape, representing in. the foreground an officer 
and an Indian seated on a rustic chair on the bank of ariver. On the right, 
across the river, there is a representation of a settlement at the junction of the 
river with the ocean, and two ships are seen, under full sail, at sea. The 
Indian holds in his left hand a long handled pipe, from the bowl of which is 
seen ascending the curling smoke. With his right hand he grasps the hand 
of the officer who is seated on his left, and with whom he seems in animated 
conversation. At his right there is a stately tree, between which and the 
extreme left of the medal, there appears a mountain range. Above all is the 
inscription, ‘‘ HAPPY WHILE UNITED. * 

The buttons are one and a fourth inches in diameter, of solid silver, with 
eyes that have evidently been plated. They were found in the natural position 
in which they would have been left by the decomposition of the body and 
clothing ; and the medal, from its position, had evidently been worn on the 
breast. The gold chain Mr. S. broke with his spade. It occupied a diagonal 
position across the breast, was about an inch wide and over thirty inches long. 
He is satisfied that he did not obtain all the parts, and will make more 
extended search. He has placed the bones, remnants of clothing, hair, &c., 
in a box, and will, as far as he can, preserve everything which he found. The 
medal and one of the buttons are left with the subscriber, for exhibition, to 
whom letters of inquiry may be addressed. E. B. OLMSTED, 


From the Loudon Times, Tenn., October 16, 1875. 
* See Proceedings of Boston Numismatic Society for January, 1873, Yourna/, Vol. vii. p. go. 
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ISSUES OF THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


[Continued from Vol. X, page 41.] 


1865. | Half-eagle. Similar to 2 of 1865. 14. 
Double-eagle, two varieties. Three dollars. Similar to 1865. 13. 
1. Similar to 1864. 21. Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1865. 11. 
2. Pattern. Similar, but on rev. rx cop we | Gold dollar. Similar to 1865. 9. 
vRUsT is within the circle of stars. 21. | Silver dollar. Similar to 2 of 1865. 24. 
Eagle, two varieties. | Half-dollar. Similar to 2 of 1865. 19. 
1. Similar to 1864. 17. Quarter-dollar, Similar to 3 of 1865. 15. 
2. Pattern. Similar, but on rev. 1x cop we | Dime. Similar to 1865. 11. 
Trust is on a scroll above the eagle. 17. | Half-dime. Similar to 1865. 10. 
Half-eagle, two varieties. : '-Five cents, three types. 
1. Similar to 1864. 14. First type, three varieties. 
2. Pattern. Similar to second eagle. 14. | r~Similar to 1865. 13. 
Three dollars. Similar to 1864. 13. 2. Pattern, Same obv.* sive J 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1864. 11. Rev. Similar to 1, with omission of the 
Gold doliar. Similar to 1864. 9. rays. I}, 
Silver dollar, two varieties. 3. Pattern, Same obv. 
1. Similar to 1864. 24. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ; 8 within 
2. Pattern. Similar, but on Yév>-sx—cop_we | a wreath of olive.f 13. 


TRUsT is on a scroll above the eagle. 24. Second type, four varieties. 
Half-dollar, two varieties, 4. Pattern. Obv. In Gop we Trust; head 


1. Similar to 1864. 19. of Washington to right ; below 1866. 


2. Pattern, Similar to second dollar. 19. Rev. As I. _13. 
Quarter-dollar, three varieties. 5. Pattern. Same obv. 
1. Similar to 1 of 1864. 15. Rev. As 3.f 13. 
2. Pattern. Similar to 2 of 1864. 15. 6. Pattern. Obv. GOD AND OUR COUNTRY; 
3. Pattern. Similar tosecond half-dollar. 15. head of Washington to right; below 

Dime. Similar to 1864. 11. 1866. 

Half-dime. Similar to 1864. 10. Rev. As 3.§ 13. 

Five cents; pattern. Obv. IN GOD WE TRUST ; 7. Patrern. Obv. UNITED STATES OF AMERI- 
the shield of U. S., of a peculiar shape ; ca ; head of Washington to right ; be- 
above is a cross patee fitchee, and at low 1866. nna 
each side hangs an olive-branch ; be- Rev. in Gop we TRUST; within a wreath 
hind the base are two arrows, the barbs of olive 5 CENTS.|| 13. 
and feathers only visible, and below Third type. 8. Pattern. Obv. uNnrTED sTaTES 
1865. oF AMERICA ; head of Lincoln to right ; 

Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; & within below 1866. 
a circle of thirteen stars and thirteen | _ Rev. As 7. 13. 
rays ; below CENTS. 13. Three cents, two types. 

Three cents, two types. of | 1. Similar to 1 of 1865. 9. 

1. Similar to 1864. 9. 2. Similar to 2 of 1865. 11. 

2. Obv. UNITED STATES oF AMERICA ; head to | 1 wo cents. Similar to 1865. 14. 
left, hair bound by a ribbon, on the | Cent. Similar to 1865. 12. 
forehead a coronet inscribed LIBERTY ; 
below 1865. 1867. 

> Rev. lil within a wreath of olive. 11. | Double-eagle. Similar to 1866. 21. 

l'wo cents, — Similar to 1864. 14. | Eagle. Similar to 1866. 17. 

Cent. Similar to 1864. 12. | Half-eagle. Similar to 1866. 14. 

Three dollars. Similar to 1866. 13. 
1866, | Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1866. 11. 
Double-eagle. Similar to 2 of 1865. 21. | Gold dollar. Similar to 1866. 9. 
Eagle. Similar to 2 of 1865. 17. | Silver dollar. Similar to 1866. 24. 


* Of this obverse there are two dies, in one of which the shield is placed lower, so that the date is divided 
thus, 18 66; this is found with rev. of 1, but not of 2. 
_ ft Of this reverse there are, I believe, four dies, two with a close wreath, and two with a loose wreath, differing 
in the drawing of the numeral ; the first obv. is found with one of each, and the second obv. with the other of each. 

{ This includes one die of the close wreath, and both of the loose wreath. 

} This includes one die of the close wreath, and one of the loose wreath. 

|| This reverse was muled with obverse of 1. 
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Half-dollar. Similar to 1866. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1866. 15. 
Dime. Similar to 1866. 11. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1866. 
Five cents, two types. 
First type, two varieties 
1. Similar to 1 of 1866. 
2. Similar to 2 of 1866. 
Second type, three varieties. 
3. Pattern. Obv. UNITED STATES OF AMERI- 
ca; head to left, hair bound by a rib- 
bon, on the forehead a coronet in- 
scribed LIBERTY, On it alsoa star; below 
1867.* 

Rev. IN GOD WE TRUST ; 
of olive 5 CENTs.* 13. 
Pattern. Obv. UNITED STATES OF AMERI- 
ca ; head to left, hair covered by eagle’s 
feathers, along the forehead four stars, 
and hanging near them a ribbon in- 
scribed unton & LIBERTY; under the 
neck LONGACRE F., and below 1867. 

Rev. IN GOD wE TRUST; the shield of 
U. S., and placed upon it V. 13. 

5. Pattern. Same obv. 

Rev. V within a wreath of oak and olive, 
the ends of which at top are joined by 
an ornament of scroll-work and a star. 
13. 

Three cents, two types. 

1. Similar to 1 of 1866. 9. 

2. Similar to 2 of 1866. 11. 
Two cents. Similar to 1866. 14. 
Cent. Similar to 1866. 12. 


10, 


13. 
13. 


within a wreath 


1868. 


Double-eagle. Similar to 1867. 21. 
Eagle, two varieties. 
1. Similar to 1867. 17. 
2. Pattern. Obv. Similar to double-eagle. 
Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ; TEN D. ; 
a small eagle, with wings expanded up- 
wards, on breast the shield of U. S., in 
claws olive-branch and three arrows, on 
a scroll above the eagle IN GOD WE 
TRUST. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1867. 14. 
Five dollars ; pattern. Obv. UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA ; head to left, hair bound by a 
fillet; below 1868. 
Rev. Ina wreath of olive and oak 5 DoL- 
LARS 25 FRANCS. I5. 
Three dollars. Similarto 1867. 13. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1867. 11. 
Gold dollar. Similar to 1867. 9. 
Silver dollar. Similar to 1867. 24. 
Half-dollar. Similar to 1867. 19. 
Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1867. 15. 
Dime, two types. 
1. Similar to 1867. 11. 
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2. Pattern. Obv. As pattern ten cents of 
1863. 

Rev. As rev. of 1, with a star above ong, 
and 1868 below pimE. It. 

Ten cents ; pattern. Obv. Similar to cent of 
1849. 

Rev. Nearly similar to cent of 1849, with 

TEN CENTS for ONE CENT. 18. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1867. 10. 
Five cents, two types. 

First type. 1. Similar to 2 of 1867. 
Second type, four varieties. 
2. Pattern. Similar to 3 of 1867, without 

the star on the coronet. 14. 

3. Pattern. Same obv. 

Rev. Similar to 4 of 1867. 14. 
4. Pattern. Same obv. 

Rev. Similar to 5 of 1867. 14. 
5. Pattern. Same obv. with star. 

Rev. V within a wreath of olive, the ends 
of which at top are joined by a ribbon 
inscribed IN GOD WE TRUST; over the 
ribbon a cross patee. -14. 

Three cents, two types. 
First type. 1. Similar to 1 of 1867. 9. 
Second type, two varieties, 
2. Similar to 2 of 1867. 
pattern, 
3. Pattern, Same obv. 

Rev. III ina wreath of corn, wheat, cotton 

and tobacco. 12. 
Two cents. Similar to 1867. 14. 
Cent, three varieties. 
1. Similar to 1867. 12. 
2. Pattern. Obv. Similar to second type of 
three cents. 
Rev. I within a wreath of olive. 
. Pattern. Same obv. 

Rev. I within a wreath of corn, wheat, 

cotton and tobacco. 10. 


1869. 

Double-eagle. Similar to 1868. 21. 
Eagle. Similar to 1 of 1868. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1868. 14. 
Three dollars. Similar to 1868. 13. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1868. 11. 
Gold dollar. Similar to 1868. 9. 
Silver dollar. Similar to 1868. 24. 
Half-dollar, two types. 

First type. 1. Similar to 1868. 19. 

Second type, three varieties, 

2. Pattern. Obv. UNITED STATES OF AMERI- 
cA; on a ribbon at base IN GOD WE 
Trust ; head to right, on forehead a 
diadem, around the head a band in- 
scribed .trperty, hair tied by a rib- 
bon. 

Rev. STANDARD SILVER; 1869; within a 
wreath of olive and oak 50 CENTS. 19. 


13. 


11, and 12 as a 


10. 


* A die of obv., which has no star, is joined to one of rev., on which CENTS is straight. 
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3. Pattern. Obv. UNITED STATES OF AMERI- 
cA; on a ribbon at base IN GOD WE 
trust ; head to right, on forehead a 
star, around the head a band inscribed 
LIBERTY, hair tied by a ribbon. 

Rev. As 2. 19. 

4. Pattern. Obv. UNITED STATES OF AMERt- 
cA; on a ribbon at base IN GOD WE 
trust ; head to right, wearing a Phry- 
gian cap, on forehead two stars, about 
the hair floats a ribbon inscribed LiBER- 
Ty, and near it is the letter B. 

Rev. As 2. 19. 

Quarter-dollar, two types. 

First type. 1. Similar to 1868. 15. 
Second type, three varieties. 














2. Pattern. As second half-dollar, with 25 
for 50. 15. 

3. Pattern, As third half-dollar, with 25 
for 59. 15. 

4. Pattern. As fourth half-dollar, with 25 
for 50. 15. 





Dime, two types. 
First type, two varieties, 
1. Similar to 1 of 1868.11. 
2. Pattern. Same obv., without date. 
Rev. sit. nic. cop. 1869. 11. 
Second type, three varieties. 
3. Pattern. As second quarter-dollar, with 
10 for 25, and without the word LIBER- 
TY on obv. 10. 
4. Pattern. As third quarter-dollar, with 10 
for 25, and without the word LIBERTY 
on obv. 10. 
5. Pattern. As fourth quarter-dollar, with 
10 for 25, and without the word LIBERTY 
on obv. 10. 
Half-dime. Similar to 1868. 10. 
Five cents, two types. 
First type. 1. Similar to 1 of 1868. 13. 
Second type, two varieties. 
2. Pattern. Similar to 3 of 1868, 14. 
3. Pattern. Similar to 5 of 1868. 14. 
Three cents, two types. 
1. Similar to 1 of 1868. 9. 
2. Similar to 2 of 1868. 11, and 12 as pat- 
tern. 
Two cents. Similar to 1868. 14. 
Cent, two varieties, 
1. Similar to 1 of 1868. 
2. Pattern, 


























12. 
Similar to 2 of 1868. 10. 






1870, 

Double-eagle. Similar to 1869. 21. 
Eagle. Similar to 1869. 17. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1869. 14. 
Three dollars, Similar to 1869. 13. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1869. 11. 
Gold dollar. Similar to 1869. 9. 
Silver dollar, three varieties. 

1. Similar to 1869. 24. 


voL, X. 
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2. Pattern. Obv. A seated figure of Liberty, 
holding with right hand the shield of 
U. S. and a ribbon inscribed LiBERty, 
and in left an olive-branch ; near her 
leansa pole, on which is a cap; around 
are thirteen stars, and below 1870. 

Rev. Ast. 24. 

3. Pattern. Obv. A seated figure of Liberty, 
wearing a crown of ostrich-plumes, hold- 
ing with right hand a pole and cap, and 
resting her left on a globe inscribed 
LIBERTY; behind her are two flags ; 
around are thirteen stars, under the 
figure LONGACRE, and below 1870. 

Rev. Ast. 24. 
Half-dollar, two types. 
First type, two varieties. 
1. Similar to 1 of 1869. 19. 
2. Pattern. Similar to second dollar. 149. 
Second type, three varieties. 
3. Pattern. Obv. Similar to 2 of 1869. 
Rev. STANDARD ; 50 CENTS 1870 within a 
wreath of corn and cotton. 19. 
4. Pattern. Obv. Similar to 3 of 1869. 
Rev. As 3. 19. 
5. Pattern. Obv. Similar to 4 of 1869. 
Rev. As 3. 19. 
Quarter-dollar, two types. 
First type, two varieties. 
1. Similar to 1 of 1869. 15. 
2. Pattern. Similar to second dollar. 
15. 
Second type, three varieties. 


3. Pattern. As third half-dollar, with 25 
for 50. 15. 

4. Pattern. As fourth half-dollar, with 25 
for 50. 15. 

5. Pattern. As fifth half-dollar, with 25 
for 50. 15. 


Dime, two types. 
First type, two varieties. 
1. Similar to 1 of 1869. 11. 
2. Pattern. Obv. Similar to second dollar, 
but in place of the stars the inscription 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Rev. Asi. Il. 
Second type, three varieties. 
3. Pattern. As third quarter-dollar, with 10 
for 25, and without the word LIBERTY 
on obv. 10. 
4. Pattern, As fourth quarter-dollar, with 
10 for 25, and without the word LiB- 
ERTY on Oby. 10. 
5. Pattern. As fifth quarter-dollar, with ro 
for 25, and without the word LIBERTY 
on obv. 10. 
Half-dime, two varieties. 
1. Similar to 1869. 10. 
2. Pattern. Similar to second dime, with 
HALF for ONE. 10. 
Five cents. Similar to 1 of 1869. 13. 
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Three cents, three types. 2. Pattern. Similar to 3 of 1870, without 
1. Similar to 1 of 1869. 9. the name LONGACRE. 24. 
2. Similar to 2 of 1869. 11. | Half-dollar. Similar to 1 of 1870. 19. 
3. Pattern. Obv. Similar to second dime. | Quarter-dollar. Similar to 1 of 1870. 15. 
Rev. Similar to rev. of 1. 10. | Dime. Similar to 1 of 1870. 11. 
Two cents. Similar to 1869. 14. | Half-dime. Similar to 1 of 1870. 10, 
Cent. Similar to 1 of 1869. 12. | Five cents, two types. 
First type. 1. Similar to 1870, 13. 
Second type, two varieties. 
1871, 2. Pattern. Similar to 2 of 1868, without 
Double-eagle. Similar to 1870. 21. IN GOD WE TRUST. 14. 
Eagle. Similar to 1870. 17. 3. Pattern. Same obv. 
Half-eagle. Similar to 1870. 14. Rev. V cents withina wreath of olive. 14. 
Three dollars. Similar to 1870. 13. Three cents, two types. 
Quarter-eagle. Similar to 1870. 11. 1. Similar to 1 of 1870. 9. 
Gold dollar. Similar to 1870. 9. 2. Similar to 2 of 1870. 11. 
Silver dollar, two varieties. .Two cents. Similar to 1870. 14. 


1. Similar to 1 of 1870. 24. | Cent. Similar to 1870. 12. 





THE LONDON MINT TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 


Tue Pall Mall Gazette says :—‘* Among the records of the Mint, relating 
to a period of more than two centuries, which have lately been examined, is a 
‘Book of Payments begun July, 1660, to May, 1666,’ showing the nature of 
the transactions of the Mint at that time. The total amount of gold bullion 
brought in for coinage during the six years referred to, was only 60,000 
ounces, or about £294,000, and the average value of the parcels was, to 
modern ideas, extremely small, the largest having been 3,432 ounces, and the 
smallest 1 ounce, 17 pennyweights and 4 grains. ‘A Booke for the Dies of 
Gold in 1676 and 1677,’ also contains many curious entries, among which, in 
an ‘account of good dies of several sorts for the coyning of gold and silver, 
taken the 4th day of October, 1677, in the custody of the gravers,’ are ‘ dies 
for the healing piece with the angell,’ and ‘ dies for the healing piece with the 
shipp, which evidently has reference to the practice of ‘touching’ for the 
‘king’s evil.’ It appears from some of these records, relating to the country 
mints, that the manner in which the business of the Chester Mint was 
conducted, was at one time a source of considerable anxiety to the principal 
officers in London. On the 21st of June, 1697, a letter was written by Mr, 
(afterward Sir Isaac) Newton to his deputy at Chester, calling attention to 
certain suspected malpractices in that department. These malpractices were 
followed, it seems, by protracted disputes between the officers at Chester, and 
on the 30th of July, 1697, a remonstrance was addressed to Mr. Thomas 
Clarke, the deputy master, by his two colleagvfes, charging him with havin 
treated them with ‘contempt and scorn’; to which Mr. Clarke replied : ‘ 
have treated neither of you with contempt and scorn, not even when one of 
you did spit in my face in the publique office.’ No effort was spared by 
Newton and his colleague, Mr. Neale, then master of the Mint, to pacify the 
disputants : ‘We are much concerned (they write) to hear of the continu’d 
quarrels among you at the Mint, * * * and are resolved to come and hear 
both sides ourselves. * * * Till we come, let there be no further quarrelling, 
but let the publick business be peaceably carry’d on, as it ought to be; for the 
Mint will not allow of the drawing of swords and assaulting any, nor ought 
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such language wee hear has been be used any more amongst you. And 
again: ‘ We do hereby require and charge you that you forbear those animo- 
sityes that are between you, and do not suffer them to interrupt the regular 
and orderly proceedings at the Mint. * * * Your loving friends, Is. Newton. 
Thos. Neale.’ ” 





COINS OF SYRACUSE. 


Syracuse alone presents us with a perfect epitome of Greek art; indeed, 
we have before us all but its zxcunabula, together with each successive stage 
of its development, till all individual expression is obliterated by Roman 
centralization. Two or three well-selected specimens of each period of 
Syracusan art, as exhibited on its coins, would give any student a clear insight 
into the progress of Greek art from its birth to its death... . How completely 
the coinage of Syracuse forms a cyclopzdia of Greek art, may be seen by the 
barest reference to Mr. Head's work, in which the coins of that city are 
arranged under no less than fifteen distinct heads, from the time of the 
Geomoroi or Gamoroi, (the land-apportioned,) who had resisted Hippocrates 
of Gela, toward the close of the sixth century B. C., down to the Roman 
conquest, about B.C. 212. In this catalogue all Greek numismatic art is 
represented, excepting the Ionian coinage attributed dubiously to Creesus, 
and certainly as old, if not older than he. Of these fifteen periods, we may, 
perhaps, indicate those of the tyrants Gelon and Hieron, among the earlier 
ones, and those of Hieron the Second and Queen Philistis, among the later, 
among the most interesting. At the same time, it is but right to say, that the 
brightest efforts of Greek art unquestionably coincide with the periods when 
the people were free, during the democratic government that intervened 
between B. C. 466 and B. C. 406. This period is memorable as that of the 
highest efforts of sculpture at Athens, under Pericles and Phidias; and 
Syracuse, we may well believe, although Dorian in origin and feeling, appre- 
ciated, perhaps more than any other city, the greatness of the works achieved 


by her Athenian rivals. — Atheneum, on the “Coins of Syracuse,” by B. W. 
Head. 





HOW MONEY IS COINED. 


I BELIEVE one-fifth of one per cent. has been charged for coining, but the 
Forty-third Congress repealed the tax on coinage, which is a source of rejoic- 
ing on the part of dealers in bullion. We will say that Smith owns a quantity 
of gold dust and a few bars of silver. The fineness of neither has been ascer- 
tained, but Smith is in need of money and wants to realize. He takes his 
gold and silver to the Mint and becomes what is known as a depositor. He 
deposits his metals, which are weighed in his presence to a hundredth part of 
an ounce, and receives a receipt for the number of ounces, but no value is 
given, for it has not yet been ascertained. The deposit is numbered, a memo- 
randum made, which accompanies the deposit wherever it goes, and it is placed 
in a sheet-iron box and conveyed to the deposit melting room. A record is 
here made, and in its turn the deposit is melted to a white liquid state in a 
black-lead crucible, the process requiring about half an hour. The deposit is 
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then run into a mould, and the bar thus formed is stamped with its number, 
and sent back to the place of its original reception. The grains are placed in 
a paper and accompany the bar, and both are weighed again to ascertain the 
loss in melting. The bar is then sent to the assayer, where its fineness is 
ascertained, and the deposit is returned to the superintendent. Upon the fine- 
ness of the bar the value of the deposit is computed, and Smith is paid by a 
gold check on the Treasurer, without being obliged to wait for a week or two 
until his deposit can be put intocoin. The bar is then turned over to the melter 
and refiner, with a number of other deposits, which are melted into what are 
known as unparted bars, weighing from three hundred to four hundred ounces 
each, and these are sent to the assayer and assayed in turn, thence going to 
the refinery for the removal of the silver and base metals contained, and are in 
due time returned to the superintendent of the Mint in the form of refined and 
nearly pure gold. The gold is again assayed and turned over to the melter 
and refiner to be made into ingots. Copper is used as alloy in the proportion 
of nine parts gold to one of copper, the standard of American coin being .g0o 
fine. To ascertain the amount of copper to be added, the gross weight is mul- 
tiplied by the fineness of the gold and divided by 900, which gives the number 
of ounces, or, in other words, what it would weigh if .goo fine. The difference 
between the gross and standard weights is the amount of copper to be added. 
The “melts,” as they are then termed, are sent to the ingot furnaces, where 
they are melted, and run into ingot moulds, where the metal hardens instantly. 
The ingots are then plunged into a pickle tub containing a solution of sul- 
phuric acid, which removes the impurities on the surface, and a trifling pro- 
portion of copper. The first and last ingots in each melt, which are reserved 
for assaying, are chipped at either end before pickling. From the pickle the 
ingots are cooled in a tank of water. At one end of each ingot is a hollow 
place like that in the bottom of a glass bottle, caused by the air in the bottom 
of the mould, and this end is topped off in a machine. The bars are then filed 
to remove the rough edges, and each “melt” is placed in a separate box, and 
goes to the weighing room and is weighed. 

It must be said that the melter and refiner, owing to his responsibility, is 
very careful of the precious metals in his keeping. After the bars are in his 
possession for weighing, all the pots are scraped, the tops and filings collected, 
the iron floor, in open work pieces, is taken up and washed, the stone floor 
swept and cleaned around the furnaces, and the metal separated from the 
remains, weighed and placed to the credit of the melter. There must of 
necessity be a loss in the coinage of money, owing to the number of processes 
through which it has to pass, and an allowance by law is made to the weigher 
and refiner. The loss in the entire process of melting, from first to last, is 
fixed, (by act of Congress,) at one ounce to every one thousand of gold, and 
one and a half ounces to every one thousand ounces of silver. This was sup- 
posed to be about the ordinary wastage. Mr. Martin, however, has shown 
that the allowance is too great, although in his case it makes no difference to 
the Government. In some of the Mints, however, the practice has been to 
return none of the allowance to the Government, and I have heard that it was 
only necessary to be superintendent of a certain Mint for a year or two to 
accumulate a handsome fortune on a salary of three or four thousand a year, 
Mr. Martin, since he has been in office, has done his part of the business of 

















AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 61 





1876.) 


coining with less loss than was ever known before. He took charge of the 
melting and refining department on October 17, 1874, and a settlement with 
him was had on June 30, 1875. The total value of the bullion worked during 
that time was $48,052,903.76. On this the legal wastage or limits was 
$52,229.67. His loss on gold was $545.26; and on silver he had an excess of 
$371.66. The net loss, therefore, was only $173.60, and the Government was 
saved $52,056.07. A “melt” of gold contains about twenty-nine hundred 
and fifty ounces, and of silver about sixteen hundred. The ingots, when 
ready for the coiner, are for $20 gold pieces, twelve and a half inches long, one 
and a half inches wide, and one-half inch thick; for eagles, half, and quarter 
eagles, for half-dollars, dimes, etc., the bars vary according to the size and 
thickness of the coin. The coiner takes these ingots, or bars, and runs them 
between two heavy cylinders, which reduces the large gold and silver bars to 
strips three and a half feet long, one and a half inches wide and one-quarter 
inch thick. They are then taken to the annealing furnace and placed in long 
copper pipes and heated to a cherry color, then cooled in a tank of water, then 
broken down again, and their length materially increased at the expense of 
their thickness. Again they are annealed, then greased or waxed, and are 
finally ready to be punched out. The long strips are passed into a machine 
which cuts out of the band of gold or silver, blanks of the size of the coin 
desired. These may be described as gun wads, since the manner of cutting 
them is so similar. The machine is a very powerful one, and punches out the 
blank coins as easily as ashoemaker uses his punch. One machine can cut about 
twenty thousand pieces a day. The blanks are then turned over to a room 
full of women, who adjust the weight. Each woman sits before a small scale, 
into which each piece is placed. The scale weighs to the thousandth part of 
an ounce. If the piece is too heavy, the woman files it a little; if too light, 
she rejects it, and it is remelted. Each woman wears a leather apron, into 
which the filings go, and they are thus saved. When the blanks are adjusted 
to the proper weight they go to the milling machine. The milling does not, 
as generally supposed, consist in corrugating the edge of a coin like a file, but 
in raising the edge on the two sides of a coin. This is done by passing it 
through a very ingenious machine, and the gun wad is still smooth on its edge 
and surfaces, with a raised line on each side bordering its edge. Again it is 
annealed to make it soft and malleable, for otherwise it would be brittle and 
fly to pieces. 

Only one process is now left, to complete the coin, and this need take 
only amoment to describe. The finishing is done by one machine, which seems 
to me to be the perfection of mechanism. It is called the coining press, and 
there are six of them in one room. One is unusually handsome in appearance 
and immense in size. It is used exclusively on double eagles, and happened 
to be at work. With one motion of the machine the coin was struck on both 
sides, and the file edge placed around it, and so perfect in its working that the 
only sound heard was the clicking and jingling of the perfect coin as they fell, 
about sixty a minute, into the sheet-iron box beneath. Its motions are not 
unlike those of a printing press, but its power may be imagined when it is 
contrasted with the latter, which prints on paper, while the former embosses 
on metal. The blank coins are placed in an upright tube connected with the 
press, and a pair of agile iron fingers slip one coin at a time from the bottom and 
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push it under the stamp which contains the die for one side of the coin, the 
reverse being on the “bed.” The lever comes down with a force that would 
crush railroad iron, and yet without noise, and the same agile fingers that push 
the blank coin under the stamp push the finished coin out. This press weighs 
eighteen thousand pounds, and cost a dollar for every pound. Its name is 
Ajax. When the coin is finished it is delivered to the Treasurer in bulk, 
uncounted. It is, however, weighed, and has to be accurate to the weight of 
a grain. The coin is not counted until it is paid out over the counter. The 
deliveries to the Treasurer are termed drafts, and after weighing each draft it 
is put in a canvass sack by itself and stowed away in the Treasurer's vault, to 
be paid out on checks and find its way into circulation through the various 
channels of finance and trade.—San Francisco Correspondence N. Y. Tribune. 





ECCLESTON MEDAL EXHUMED. 


An old Washington Medal, now very rare, was dug up by street work- 
men at Washington a few days ago, some ten feet below the surface of the 
ground. It is of copper, about three inches in circumference, and has on one 
side a profile bust of Washington, with the words “General Washington, 
inscribed to his memory by D. Eccleston, Lancaster, mpcccv.” In the centre 
of the other side is the raised figure of an Indian, around which are the words, 
“The land was ours. He [Washington] laid the foundation of American 
liberty in the xvi. century. Innumerable millions yet unborn will venerate 
the memory of the man who obtained their country’s freedom.” 





CENTENNIAL MEDALS. 
BY H. W. HOLLAND. 


I.* Ob. 1776 DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE; an eagle facing L. on a 
shield with arrows and olive branch. Rev. ERINNERUNG AN STUTTGART * 
LIEDERHALLE * ; /w exergue, 4 JULI 1873; a Hall with banner, and trees, 
W. MAYER. Type metal, size 21. Very rare. 

II. Od. “WHAT A GLORIOUS MORNING FOR AMERICA” LEXINGTON; In 
the field above, 1775 with morning rays from below ; in the middle a shield 
with a minute man armed, landscape, and rising sun ; the rest of the field is 
filled with perpendicular rays typifying night; upon them to L. 1642 Cams. 
FARMS, to R. 1713 LEXINGTON, below APRIL 1“. Rev. CENTENNIAL CELEBRA- 
TION OF THE BATTLE OF LEXINGTON APRIL 19, 1875 in seven lines, the upper 
and lower curving. Dies by Mitchell. Silver; struck also in copper and 
white metal ; size 24. 

III. O68. 1775 1875; above a branch with cap marked Liperty to R. 
and hornet’s nest and hornets to L. ; below two clasped hands ; rays outside. 
Rev. MECKLENBERG DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE in a circle; within a 
beaded ring and in the centre field 20 May 1775. 

IV. Comic medal of the Antiques and Horribles, a parody on the An- 
cient and Honorable Artillery Company, (the oldest military company in the 


* Although this medal is not, strictly speaking, a centennial, it is thought that a description of it may be found of 
interest in this connection. 
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United States.) Od. Legend, (Two) “ minuTE MAN” 1875. A drunken man 
facing R. with gun and bottle, marked oLp RYE. ev. CHARLESTOWN CEN- 
TENNIAL ANTIQUE ASSOCIATION in a circle « * -*- *», 1775 and 1875 on R. 
and L. and in the field in fourteen straight lines PRES. A. 0. BURTON. VICE 
PRES.® J. N. DEVEREUX. M. A. ALDRICH. J. H. STUDLEY. L. G. STONE. J. W. DEN- 
NETT. C. D. GAREY. I. W. DERBY. G. F, WILLARD F. L. GILMAN. R. N. PARKER. J. G. 
ABBOTT. JR. G. PRESCOTT. TREAS. G. H. GIBBS. ASST. TREAS. J. H. STUDLEY. JR. H. E. 
HAYWARD. REC. SEC. A. B. WHITE. ¢COR. SEC.» Dies by Randall. Poorly 
executed in white metal ; pierced ; size 4o. 

V. Ob. JOSEPH WARREN BORN 1741. KILLED JUNE 17. 1775. Head of 
Warren, facing front. ev. BUNKER HILL BATTLE GROUND 1875. Bunker Hill 
Monument and fence, &c., not in the present condition. Dies by Randall. 
White metal ; pierced ; size 23. 

VI. O08. CENTENNIAL OF THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL JUNE 17. 1875 
JUNE 17. 1775 in two concentric circles ; in the centre Bunker Hill Monument 
and rays. ev. TO COMMEMORATE THE VISIT OF THE 7™ REGT. NAT. GUARD 
STATE OF N. Y. TO BOSTON JUNE 17. 1875. in two concentric circles ; within 
them a buckled garter inscribed PRO PATRIA ET GLORIA; and in the middle 
NGinamonogram. Silver, and | think other metals ; size 20. 

VII. Od. * BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL. * JUNE 17, 1775. around the out- 
side. In the field a group of the death of Warren. ev. CENTENNIAL ANNI- 
VERSARY. JUNE 17. 1875. around and within the monument and old fence. 
Brass, pierced ; copper and white metal ; size 17. 

VIII. Od. warren; a laurel wreath enclosing a shield, flags, and rising 
sun. On the shield june 17% 1775 Rev. BUNKER HILL and a view of the 
monument. White metal pierced ; size 17. 

1X. Od. THESE UNITED COLONIES ARE, AND OF RIGHT OUGHT TO BE 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES. ; 2m exergue, 1776 ; within a beaded circle is 
a female figure typifying the united colonies, resting on the right knee, holding 
with the right hand a sword to the ground, and raising the left to heaven ; 
above her is a constellation of thirteen stars from which issue rays. ev. 
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDE- 
PENDENCE. ACT OF CONGRESS JUNE 1874.; within a beaded ring three female 
figures, typifying the present United States crowning Manufacture and Art ; 
(in the middle Columbia wearing the liberty cap, girt with a sword, and 
supporting a shield of the United States, with her right hand placing a laurel 
wreath on the head of a kneeling figure to the L. who holds a hammer in 
her right hand, and a heavy cog-wheel, with an anvil near by; with her left 
Columbia crowns with laurel a kneeling figure to the R. who has her right 
hand on a bust, and in her left a modelling-stick, and near her a palette, maul- 
stick and brushes ;) below is 1876. Silver, only ten struck, copper, and gilt ; 
size 36. 

X. Ob. The same, but smaller. ev. By AUTHORITY OF THE CONGRESS OF 
THE UNITED STATES 1876 around a laurel wreath, and within it in eight lines, 
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDE- 
PENDENCE. Silver, bronze and gilt ; size 24. 

XI. O88. GEN’L JOSEPH R. HAWLEY * PRESIDENT U S. INTERNATIONAL EXPO- 
sITIon +; Head of Hawley to R.; im exergue, pat. JUNE 1. 1875 Rev. THE. 
IOOTH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE * 1876 *; and within, in six 





62 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [Janvary, 


push it under the stamp which contains the die for one side of the coin, the 
reverse being on the “bed.” The lever comes down with a force that would 
crush railroad iron, and yet without noise, and the same agile fingers that push 
the blank coin under the stamp push the finished coin out. This press weighs 
eighteen thousand pounds, and cost a dollar for every pound. Its name is 
Ajax. When the coin is finished it is delivered to the Treasurer in bulk, 
uncounted. It is, however, weighed, and has to be accurate to the weight of 
a grain. The coin is not counted until it is paid out over the counter. The 
deliveries to the Treasurer are termed drafts, and after weighing each draft it 
is put in a canvass sack by itself and stowed away in the Treasurer's vault, to 
be paid out on checks and find its way into circulation through the various 
channels of finance and trade.—San Francisco Correspondence N. Y. Tribune. 





ECCLESTON MEDAL EXHUMED. 


An old Washington Medal, now very rare, was dug up by street work- 
men at Washington a few days ago, some ten feet below the surface of the 
ground. It is of copper, about three inches in circumference, and has on one 
side a profile bust of Washington, with the words ‘General Washington, 
inscribed to his memory by D. Eccleston, Lancaster, mpcccv.” In the centre 
of the other side is the raised figure of an Indian, around which are the words, 
“The land was ours. He [Washington] laid the foundation of American 
liberty in the xvi. century. Innumerable millions yet unborn will venerate 
the memory of the man who obtained their country’s freedom.” 





CENTENNIAL MEDALS. 
BY H. W. HOLLAND. 


I.* Ob. 1776 DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE; an eagle facing L. ona 
shield with arrows and olive branch. Rev. ERINNERUNG AN STUTTGART * 
LIEDERHALLE * ; /w exergue, 4 JULI 1873; a Hall with banner, and trees, 
W. MAYER. Type metal, size 21. Very rare. 

II. O%. ‘“WHAT A GLORIOUS MORNING FOR AMERICA” LEXINGTON; In 
the field above, 1775 with morning rays from below ; in the middle a shield 
with a minute man armed, landscape, and rising sun; the rest of the field is 
filled with perpendicular rays typifying night; upon them to L. 1642 Cams. 
FARMS, to R. 1713 LEXINGTON, below ApRIL 19™. Rev. CENTENNIAL CELEBRA- 
TION OF THE BATTLE OF LEXINGTON APRIL 19, 1875 in seven lines, the upper 
and lower curving. Dies by Mitchell. Silver; struck also in copper and 
white metal ; size 24. 

III. O68. 1775 1875; above a branch with cap marked .iperty to R. 
and hornet’s nest and hornets to L.; below two clasped hands ; rays outside. 
Rev. MECKLENBERG DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE in a circle; within a 
beaded ring and in the centre field 20 May 1775. 

IV. Comic medal of the Antiques and Horribles, a parody on the An- 
cient and Honorable Artillery Company, (the oldest military company in the 


* Although this medal is not, strictly speaking, a centennial, it is thought that a description of it may be found of 
interest in this connection. 
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United States.) Od. Legend, (Two) “ minute MAN” 1875. A drunken man 
facing R. with gun and bottle, marked oLp RYE. ev. CHARLESTOWN CEN- 
TENNIAL ANTIQUE ASSOCIATION in a circle « * -*- *», 1775 and 1875 on R. 
and L. and in the field in fourteen straight lines PRES. A. 0. BURTON. VICE 
PRES.® J. N. DEVEREUX. M. A. ALDRICH. J. H. STUDLEY. L. G. STONE. J. W. DEN- 
NETT. C. D. GAREY. I. W. DERBY. G. F. WILLARD F. L. GILMAN. R. N. PARKER. J. G. 
ABBOTT. JR. G. PRESCOTT. TREAS. G. H. GIBBS. ASST. TREAS. J. H. STUDLEY. JR. H. E. 
HAYWARD. REC. SEC. A. B. WHITE. €COR. SEC.» Dies by Randall. Poorly 
executed in white metal ; pierced ; size 4o. 

V. O08. JOSEPH WARREN BORN 1741. KILLED JUNE 17. 1775. Head of 
Warren, facing front. ev. BUNKER HILL BATTLE GROUND 1875. Bunker Hill 
Monument and fence, &c., not in the present condition. Dies by Randall. 
White metal ; pierced ; size 23. 

VI. Ob. CENTENNIAL OF THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL JUNE 17. 1875 
JUNE 17. 1775 in two concentric circles ; in the centre Bunker Hill Monument 
and rays. Rev. TO COMMEMORATE THE VISIT OF THE 7™ REGT. NAT. GUARD 
STATE OF N. Y. TO BOSTON JUNE 17. 1875. in two concentric circles ; within 
them a buckled garter inscribed PRO PATRIA ET GLORIA; and in the middle 
NGinamonogram. Silver, and | think other metals ; size 20. 

VII. Od. * BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL. * JUNE 17, 1775. around the out- 
side. In the field a group of the death of Warren. Rev. CENTENNIAL ANNI- 
VERSARY. JUNE 17. 1875. around and within the monument and old fence. 
Brass, pierced ; copper and white metal ; size 17. 

VIII. Od. warReEN ; a laurel wreath enclosing a shield, flags, and rising 
sun. On the shield june 17% 1775 ev. BUNKER HILL and a view of the 
monument. White metal pierced ; size 17. 

IX. Od, THESE UNITED COLONIES ARE, AND OF RIGHT OUGHT TO BE 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES. ; 7% exergue, 1776; within a beaded circle is 
a female figure typifying the united colonies, resting on the right knee, holding 
with the right hand a sword to the ground, and raising the left to heaven ; 
above her is a constellation of thirteen stars from which issue rays. ev. 
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDE- 
PENDENCE. ACT OF CONGRESS JUNE 1874.; within a beaded ring three female 
figures, typifying the present United States crowning Manufacture and Art ; 
(in the middle Columbia wearing the liberty cap, girt with a sword, and 
supporting a shield of the United States, with her right hand placing a laurel 
wreath on the head of a kneeling figure to the L. who holds a hammer in 
her right hand, and a heavy cog-wheel, with an anvil near by; with her left 
Columbia crowns with laurel a kneeling figure to the R. who has her right 
hand on a bust, and in her left a modelling-stick, and near her a palette, maul- 
stick and brushes ;) below is 1876. Silver, only ten struck, copper, and gilt ; 
size 36. 

X. Ob. The same, but smaller. Rev. By AUTHORITY OF THE CONGRESS OF 
THE UNITED STATES 1876 around a laurel wreath, and within it in eight lines, 
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDE- 
PENDENCE. Silver, bronze and gilt ; size 24. 

XI. O88. GEN’L JOSEPH R. HAWLEY * PRESIDENT U S. INTERNATIONAL EXPO- 
sITIoN * ; Head of Hawley to R.; cu exergue, PAT. JUNE 1. 1875 ev. THE. 
IOOTH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE * 1876 *; and within, in six 
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lines, GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION FAIRMOUNT PARK PHILADELPHIA 4™ 
oF juLy. Black walnut ; size 4o. 

XII. Ob. ALFRED T. GOSHORN * DIRECTOR GENERAL U. S. INTERNATIONAL 
EXPOSITION * ; head of Goshorn to L.; 7” exergue, PAT. JUNE 1. 1875. Rev, 
Same as the last. Black walnut ; size 4o. 

XIII. O06. GEORGE WASHINGTON * BORN FEB. 22. 1732. * DIED DEC. 14. 
1799 *; head of Washington to R. Rev. Same as the last. Black walnut; 
size 40. 

XIV. Same as the last, except that the head is larger, and the execution 
of the obv. a little better than the others. Black walnut; size 40. These 
medals, with Nos. XVII, XVIII and XXII, were made by the Philadelphia 
Ornamental Wood Company, in wood only. 

XV. Ob. The main building of the exhibition, and the park ; above 
eagle, shield, flags, scroll inscribed E pLURIBUS UNUM, and rays ; 7x exergue, 
MAIN BUILDING INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION FAIRMOUNT PARK PHILADELPHIA 
1876 GROUND FLOOR 872.320 SQ. FT. 20.02 ACS. LENGTH 1,880 FT. UPPER 
FLOORS 63,688 sQ. FT. 1.45 ACRES; WIDTH 464 FT. Rev. The Art Gallery 
or Memorial Building and park ; above CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EXHIBI- 
TION ART GALLERY in two curved lines, and below FAIRMOUNT PARK PHILADEL- 
PHIA 1876 in three lines, and a dot underneath. Silver, only ten struck, 
copper, and white metal; size 32. The dies of this medal were cut in 
England. As it is much better executed than any of our own, it interfered 
with their sale, and orders have been issued that no more be struck at the 
Mint. 

XVI. Od. The main building ; above in two curved lines CENTENNIAL 


EXPOSITION and below PHILADELPHIA 1876 the date being beneath on a shield 
with thirteen stars. Rev. 1776 ILLUSTRATING THE GROWTH AND PROSPERITY 
OF A FREE PEOPLE IN A HUNDRED YEARS 1876 Pat. Nov. 3 1874 H & Lin 
seven lines. By Key ; silver, copper, and white metal ; size 26. The courts 
refused to sustain the ingenious attempt to obtain the exclusive use of the 
word “ centennial” on this and the mules described below. 


XVII. Ob. End of the main building; above * 1776 * IN MEMORIAM 
* 1876 * MAIN BUILDING LENGTH 1880 FT. WIDTH 464 FT. HEIGHT 70 FT. 
in four lines ; below pat, MAY I1. 75 GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION PHILA- 
DELPHIA in three lines. Rev. THE ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 
* U.S. AMERICA. * in a circle and within in six lines 4™ oF JULY 1876 EXHIBI- 
TION OPEN FROM MAY IO to NOV. 10 1876 FAIRMOUNT PARK PHILADELPHIA 
Black walnut; size 48. 

XVIII. Od. End of the Art Building; above in four lines, * 1776 * 
MEMORIAL HALL OR ART GALLERY * 1876 * 365 FT. LONG. 210 FT. WIDE. ; below 
PAT. MAY II. 1875. GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION PHILADELPHIA. tev. 
Same as last. Black walnut ; size 48. 

XIX. O86. Art Building; above CENTENNIAL ART GALLERY in two lines ; 
below PHILADELPHIA IN MEMORIAL. ev. Same as in No. XVI. By Key; 
silver, copper and white metal ; size 26. 

XX. Same, but smaller. Rubber ; size 23. 

XXI. O6. Horticultural Hall ; above CENTENNIAL ; below HORTICULTU- 
RAL HALL PHILADELPHIA. ev. Same as last. By Key; silver, copper and 
white metal ; size 26. 
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XXII. O08. 1776 INDEPENDENCE HALL 1876 BIRTH PLACE OF LIBERTY ; 
Independence Hall ; and zx exergue, COMMENCED 1729 FINISHED 1734. ev. 
same as No. XI. _ Black walnut ; size 4o. 

XXIII. O8. Independence Hall and the adjoining buildings ; above 
PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT THE LAND AND UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE 
THEREOF ; and below INDEPENDENCE HALL JULY 4 1776 PAT? FEBR* 10. 1874. 
Rev. Memorial Hall and grounds, above MEMORIAL HALL; and below To 
COMMEMORATE THE CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED STATES PHILA 
JULY 4 1876 in five lines. Silver, copper, and white metal ; size 36. 

XXIV. O86. 1776 INDEPENDENCE HALL 1876; Independence Hall; zx 
exergue, COMMENCED 1729 FINISHED 1734. Rev. PRUCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGH- 
OUT THE LAND UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS THEREOF * LEV. XxXV V X. In the 
field the cracked bell, inscribed in two bands partially shown about its top, LEV 
XXV V X PROCLAIM LIBER IN PHILAD* BY ORDER OF THE — and on its side 
PASS AND STOW PHILAD* MDCCLIII; above the bell is LIBERTY BELL, on the L. 
1776 and on the R. 1876. Dies by Key ; silver, copper, and white metal ; 
size 24. 

XXV. O8. GEORGE WASHINGTON ; bust of Washington to R., on a scroll 
beneath BORN FEB 22 1732 DIED DEC 13 1799 in two lines. ev. Same as 
No. XXIV. Silver, copper, and white metal ; size 24. 

XXVI. O¢. Same as last. Rev. Same as obv. of No. XXIV. Silver, 
copper, and white metal ; size 24. 

XXVII. Od. INDEPENDENCE HALL; another view of the hall with the 
statue and trees in front; zz exergue, 1776. Rev. ‘PROCLAIM LIBERTY 
THROUGHOUT THE LAND UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS THEREOF” ; in the centre 
the bell and supporting beam, but no inscription ; above THE LIBERTY BELL, 
and below Leviticus xxv. Copper, and white metal ; size 24. 

XXVIII. Ob. Same as No. XXIV, but smaller, and the legend omitted ; 
im exergue, INDEPENDENCE HALL. ev. The bell, and to L. 1776, to R. 1876, 
and below LIBERTY BELL. Silver, copper, and white metal ; size 11. 

XXIX. O%8. Same as No. XXVIII. ev. Blank. White metal; size 12. 

XXX. Ob. Head of Washington to R. same as the Washington Lincoln 
medallet. (Appleton’s list, CCLX XXIV, Zabriskie, 157.) Rev. Same as No. 
XXVIII. White metal; size 12. 

XXXI. Od. Same. ev. Bell like that on No. XXV. Above it L1B- 
ERTY BELL; below 1776. White metal; size 12. 

XXXII. Od. FIRST IN WAR AND IN PEACE * LAST IN SECURING * [see 
rev.|; within a circle, bust to right from Houdon; 1775—100 yEARS—1875. 
Rev. A MONUMENT * CORNERSTONE LAID 1848, COMPLETED 1876 (?) * ; within 
a circle the unfinished monument, above (PRESIDENCY OF U. S. GRANT), to L. 
WASHINGTON, to R. p. c. and below, Wood's Series, C. No. 3. Struck by Lovett. 
Silver, only 30 struck, bronze, and white metal; size 25. The reader will 
recall the old medal of this monument. Od. THE FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY; 
head of Washington to R.; zw exergue, BORN FEB. 22 1732 in two lines. 
Rev. NATIONAL MONUMENT ; finished monument and pantheon; zz exergue, 
JuLy 4 1848. I have seen it only in silver and white metal ; size 25. 

XXXIII. Od. A wide ornamental border with horse and foot soldiers 
in the panels ; within, the head of Washington to R., and around it, To com- 
MEMORATE THE 100°'" ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

VOL. x. 9 
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Rev. A copy of Wright's Declaration of Independence medal ; above, THE 
DECLARATION and below, OF INDEPENDENCE 1776. Silver, copper, and white 
metal ; size 26. 

XXXIV. O86. Same as rev. of last. Rev. Sampson’s card. H. G. SAMPSON, 
DEALER IN RARE AMERICAN & FOREIGN COINS, MEDALS & STAMPS. COR. BROADWAY 
& FULTON ST. NEW YORK * 1876 CENTENNIAL LINEN MARKER. WHOLESALE & 
RETAIL MANUFACTORY. 91 BUSHWICK AV., BROOKLYN. * E.D. In the field a 
stamping machine inscribed H. G. saMpsoN White metal ; size 26. 

XXXV. Od. ABRAHAM LINCOLN and head of Lincoln to R. This is the 
obv. of the fine Henning and Eymann medal. (Zabriskie 24 and 26.) ev. 
Around the outside within a border, CENTENNIAL OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 
1876 and three stars; within, in eight lines, the last curved, our NaTION’s 
FREEDOM ACHIEVED BY WASHINGTON AND PERPETUATED BY LINCOLN. White 
metal ; size 25. 

[To be continued.] 





WHAT BECOMES OF TRADE DOLLARS. 


Ir was a stroke of policy on the part of our Government to devise in the 
Trade Dollar a coin which should compete with the Mexican dollar, and even- 
tually drive it almost out of the Chinese market. After reaching that country 
it encounters an ignominious fate. The Chinese send it to India for the 
purchase of opium. They go into the Calcutta Mint and come out as rupees, 
which are stamped with the native characters on the one side, and the value 
of the piece on the other. The trade of China with India in opium exceeds 
that of all other commodities, as is shown by the reports of the Chinese 
custom service. The amount returned for the last eight years, exclusive of 
the amount smuggled, which would probably double it, is 97,440,930 pounds. 
The amount of American silver which annually goes to India from China to 
pay for opium is immense. A base use for so beautiful a coin as the Trade 
Dollar, surely.— Sax Francisco Paper. 





THE STORY OF A CELESTIAL RAG BABY. 
[Told by the Chzcago Tribune.] 


Tue bulk of the circulating medium of China consists of small copper 
coins called cash, one thousand of which make one dollar. A cash is therefore 
worth about one mill. Between 1830 and 1860 this coin became scarce. 
The then emperor, the celebrated Fee-fo Fum — He-en Foong was his real 
name, but our rendering is more easy of remembrance — resolved to make 
money plenty and cheap. He therefore issued some millions of iron cash. 
The new coin was worth about half as much as the copper cash, but was 
decreed to be equal to it. The faith and resources of all China, however, 
could not keep the debased currency at par. It sank lower and lower as the 
quantity of it increased. In April, 1857, one thousand copper cash were 
worth five thousand seven hundred in iron. Despite the enormous issues of 
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the false coin, prices rose faster than money could be struck off. A number 
of banks rose into being. The public mint was supplemented by private 
printing presses. The paper cash depreciated with even greater rapidity than 
the iron ones. Early in the spring of 1858, a copper cash was worth between 
ten and twelve in bills. Money was cheap, but goods were high. Rice cost 
so much that a famine seemed near at hand. A somewhat rude remedy was 
chosen. Mobs sacked the banks, seized the Viceroy and hauled him around 
by his pigtail, until the sufferings of Absalom were wholly eclipsed. The 
demonstration secured its aim. The currency was brought back to par, and 
the almond-eyed Celestials have since been contented with cheap rice and 
hard “cash.” 





TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


Fune 4. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the report 
of the last meeting, which was accepted, and a letter from Mr. George A. Dillingham, 
accompanying a donation to the Society of an oval bronze medal on the introduction of 
water into Havana; the thanks of the Society were voted forit. Mr. Creamer exhibited 
fine cents of 1821, 1822, 1825 and 1828. Mr. Child showed a beautiful cent of 1794, 
two of 1814, a dollar of 1799, and medals of Tristram Coffin and Gilmore’s Peace 
Jubilee. Mr. Holland exhibited a half-thaler of Hesse of 1776. The Society adjourned 
shortly before 5 P. M. 


October 1. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the report 
of the last meeting, which was accepted, and a letter from Rev. J. M. Finotti, resigning 
membership in the Society, which was accepted with regret. The President communi- 
cated a donation from Mr. George W. Cram, of the Mecklenburg Centennial Medal in 
silver and bronze. The President also mentioned the death since the last meeting of 
three members of the Society, Dr. Winslow Lewis, a founder and the first President, 
John K. Wiggin, also a founder and at one time Treasurer, and James E. Root, whose 
membership was of comparatively recent date. Mr. Holland exhibited two centennial 
imitations of medals in wood with the head of Washington, and a silver medal with the 
building at Philadelphia, of which only ten were struck in that metal; he said that 
already twenty-four centennial medals have been issued. The Secretary showed a half- 
dollar of 1838, with rev. of a rising eagle with six arrows, of which variety only three 
are known. The meeting was to have been devoted to an exhibition of Washingtons 
and other patterns of 1791, 1792, and 1793, but no person brought anything except the - 
Secretary, who showed numbers 20-32 of his printed list of Washington pieces, and 
also the two large cents of 1792, the small.cent in copper, the disme in copper, and the 
half-disme. The Society adjourned a little before 5 P. M. 


Novemtcr 5. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the 
report of the last meeting, which was accepted, and letters from Mr. Isaac F. Wood of 
New York, accompanying donations of several medals and pamphlets. Mr. Crosby 
exhibited a small medal of Washington of size 9, with nothing on the rev. but twelve 
stars. Mr. Holland showed three medals of Queen Anne on the victory in the sea-fight 
at Vigo, and the set of four silver coins of the same Queen, struck from the bullion 
captured there. The Secretary exhibited the silver-centre cent of 1792, and some rare 
mules of half-dollars of 1859 from the Cohen collection; one has Paquet’s head with 
the regular reverse, and three have the pattern seated figure of Liberty with the reverses 
designed for the head. The meeting was particularly devoted to an exhibition of U. S. 
coins of 1793 and 1794, but there were few exhibitors. Mr. Holland showed four cents 
of 1793 and two of 1794; Mr. Crosby nineteen cents and four half-cents of 1793, and 
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six cents and four half-cents of 1794; the Secretary nine cents and two half-cents of | 
1793, dollar, two half-dollars, two half-dimes, six cents and two half-cents of 1794. The 
Society adjourned at 5 P. M. 

Wm. S. APPLETON, Secretary. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, NEW YORK. 


Tue Annual Meeting was held March 16, 1875, at Mott Memorial Hall, Prof. 
Anthon presiding. The report of the Executive Committee was presented and adopted, 
including the recommendation to add two more Vice Presidents to the list of officers in 
conformity to the provisions of the Charter. The Treasurer’s report exhibited a balance 
in favor of the Society. The Curator, Mr. Groh, reported as donations since the last 
regular meeting, a set of the Washington “Centennio-Satirical Medals” in silver, bronze, 
copper, and white-metal, from Mr. Isaac F. Wood, the same being “ Series C. No. 3,” of 
his memorial issues. Of the issue in white-metal only fifty are to be offered to col- 
lectors, the remainder being placed in the cabinets of various Societies. The unbronzed 
copper are also reserved for presentation only. Also, from the same gentleman, the 
Boston Society medals in copper and brass, and the Haverford College Medals in bronze’ 
and white-metal from the corrected dies, the former being distinguished by an incused 
stamp of the Serial denomination, (the dies having already been destroyed) ; the latter 
by a very slight alteration of the obverse die to the same effect. Mr. Wood stated that 
from this altered die a single impression only would be struck for his own Cabinet, as he 
had already pledged himself to collectors for the limit of ten in silver as a regular issue, 
and that if he ever parted with it, the Society should become its possessor. The 
Librarian reported the receipt from Alfred Sandham, Esq., of Montreal, of a copy of his 
“Supplement to Coins and Medals of Canada.” The Executive Committee announced 
the numerical status of the Society to be forty-three Resident, fifty-five Corresponding 
and fourteen Honorary Members, the latter class being limited to fifty /zvéng. 


The officers elected for the ensuing year were :— President, Charles E. Anthon, 
LL.D.; Vice-Presidents, General John Watts De Peyster, Daniel Parish, Jr., Esq., 
Robert L. Stuart, Esq. ; Secretary, William Poillon; Lzbrarian, Isaac F. Wood, all of 
New York City ; Treasurer, Benjamin Betts of Brooklyn ; Czrator, Edward Groh of 
Brooklyn. 

The executive session then closed, and exhibitions of and discussions upon the 
following coins and medals took place. By Prof. Anthon, a series of eight Dutch 
medals in silver, (collateral with the Independence Medal,) commemorative of battles 
fought with England in behalf of the United States ; one having on obverse a sloop at 
full sail, is described by Van Loon as “having the American flag at the topmast head.” 
By Mr. Edward Groh, a number of rare Canadian medals and tokens, among which was 
the unique “Montreal Ropery,” the “Sou token,” in silver, and the “Wm. Dummer 
Powell Marriage Medal.” By Mr. Levick, some rare copper-heads and store-cards. By 
Mr. Wm. Poillon, a Chinese religious token; also a siege-piece of ‘Haerlaem,’ when 
besieged by the Spaniards in 1573. W.s. PoILton, Secretary. 


A regular meeting of the Society was held at Mott Memorial Hall, in Madison 
Avenue, New York City, June 4, 1875, Dr. Anthon presiding. The report of the Execu- 
tive Committee was received and adopted. Charles Pryer of New Rochelle was elected 
a resident member. Gen. J. Watts De Peyster having declined his election as one of 
the Vice Presidents, Mr. Frederick J. De Peyster had been chosen to fill the vacancy. 
Resolutions were read from the Virginia Historical Society in reference to the late Col. 
Wynne. The resolutions offered by Mr. Groh, and recommended by the Committee, in 
reference to the death of Corresponding Member George G. Leonhardt, Esq., of Au- 
gusta, Georgia, who with his whole family perished in the recent wreck of the Steamer 
Schiller, were adopted, and the Secretary authorized to forward copies to the relatives. 
The Librarian reported several valuable additions, including a copy of his descriptive 
work on Lincoln medals from the author, Mr. Zabriskie ; also donations from others of 
archeological and numismatic works. Curator Groh reported a donation from Mr. 
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George H. Lovett, of five political medals of Grant and Colfax, aud Seymour and Blair, 
with various reverses ; also, specimens of his medal commemorative of the dedication of 
the new Masonic Temple, New York. From Mr. Levick, a Napoleon medalet. From 
Isaac F. Wood, medal of Stonewall Jackson, and various medalets. From Mr. Ahlborn 
of Boston, and Mr. Kline of Philadelphia, donations of medals. 

Dr. Anthon exhibited a fragment of a crock of sun-dried pottery, black and roughly 
indented outside with a sharp instrument ; it was found in an Indian grave near 137th 
Street, on New York Island, between 5th and 6th Avenues, about four hundred feet from 
Harlem River; the crock in its original state, before it was broken in excavation, was 
about eight inches in diameter. It was in the lap of a semi-recumbent figure of appa- 
rently great size, the femur, which was nearly perfect, being twenty and one half inches 
in length ; the figure lay between two beds of oyster shells, in a bowl-shaped excavation 
eight feet across, lined throughout with clay. 

Prof. Anthon also exhibited the following selected medals and coins relating to 
Martin Luther: — 1547. Leg. (Latin) “Martin Luther, Prophet of Germany while alive 
I was your plague, dying | I will be your death, O Pope, MDXLVII” half length bust of 
Luther to the left. Rev. Latin legend with date 46, (year of Luther's death,) size 32. 
Extremely rare and remarkable. 1661. Double Eisleben Dollar. Leg. (German) “ Martin 
Luther, Doctor of Holy Writ, formerly preacher and professor at Wittenberg.” Half 
length, full face bust of Luther. Rev. View of Eisleben, his birth-place; sharp and 
uncirculated. 1717. Broad Dollar. Bust of Luther to right. Rev. Bust of his wife, 
Catharin von Bora to left; uncirculated. Beautiful and very rare and interesting. 
1717. Broad Medal Dollar. Bust of Frederic the Wise, Elector of Saxony, to right. 
Rev. Representation of the dream of Elector Frederic, Oct. 31, 1517, viz: Luther writing 
on the church-duor at Wittenberg, against Indulgences, with a pen so long that its other 
extremity knocks off the Pope’s tiara; at the Pope’s feet, a goose (Huss) is crying from a 
fire: very fine, rare and remarkable. 

Prof. Anthon also exhibited the following Masonic coins and medals: — 1745. Gold 
Masonic Ducat, struck at Brunswick, Germany. Uncirculated and beautiful. 1825. 
Bronze Medal. Leg. (in the quadrate cipher) “ornat et auget,” full length standing 
figure of Latomia, with accessories. Rev. Legend, (in the same cipher,) “In memoriam 
augustissimarum nuptiarum, florentissima in Belgio Societas.” In a radiant triangle 
“G” Size 29; fine. On the marriage of Frederic of the Netherlands with Princess 
Louisa of Prussia. In Bronze. Only four hundred were struck. 1837. Silver Medal 
on the first Centennial Anniversary of the foundation of the first Masonic Lodge in 
Germany, at Hamburg, Dec. 6, 1737. Size 27. Beautiful and uncirculated. 1838. Bronze 
Medal, against the Interdict of the Archbishop of Mechlin, Belgium, serpent gnawing a 
file. Rev. Masonic Sermon. 1694 letters, the medal being two inches in diameter. 
1838. Silver Medal struck at Berlin, on the first Centennial Anniversary of Frederic the 
Great’s inauguration as a Mason. Bust in rays to left. Rev. Altar, with Masonic 
emblems. Size 26. Uncirculated. 1875. Silver Medal on the dedication of the Ma- 
sonic Temple in New York, June 2nd. 

By Mr. Wood, the set of five authorized Centennial Commission Medals, two sizes 
in bronze, silver, and gilt, in morocco case. Also, the Lexington Centennial Medal in 
silver, bronze, gilt, and white metal. Also, specimens of the Centennial Medal issued 
by Hartell and Letchworth, Philadelphia, one in white metal, bearing on the obverse the 
view of the main Exposition Building ; the other in copper, a view of the Art Gallery, 
both having on the reverse “ 1776 Illustrating the growth and prosperity of a free people 
in a hundred years, pat Nov 3 1874. H & L.” The dies for this medal were made by 
Key. This is the medal which was the origin of the dispute about the patent right to 
use the word “Centennial,” which has lately been decided adversely in the United 
States Courts. Also, two varieties of the Independence Hall Medal, one having tree 
and statue in front of the building; Rev. bell with the hangings; the other by Key, plain 
view of building and bell without hangings. Also, the authorized Masonic Inauguration 
Badge Medal, in gilt, silver, and white metal, reverse bearing the Arms of the New 
York State Grand Lodge. The Sumner Medalet, (see Yournal of Numismatics, p. 42, 
No. 2, Vol. 10.) A very pretty medalet in silver of the Philadelphia Masonic Temple. 
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View of new building on obverse. Rev. Emblems and dates. Size 12. A curious oval 
medalet. Odv, Within a wreath, head of Wm. Penn; above, “In peace friends.” Rev. 
Head of Lafayette ; above, “In war enemies.” Also, six varieties of Independence 
Hall Medalets, similar to above described, sizes 11 and 12, one excessively rare ; four 
other varieties, with heads of Grant and Washington, various metals. Eighteen varie- 
ties Philadelphia Store Cards, issued by J. W. Kline in various metals, with obverses 
Masonic Temple, Liberty Bell, &c. A magnificent medal in bronze of Rembrandt, by 
Devries. Odv. Head of Rembrandt to left, “ Né 4 Leyde 15 Juillet 1606. mort 4 Amster- 
dam, et enterré 8 Octobre 1669, Rembrandt Hermanse. Van Ryn” Rev. Fine copy of 
his celebrated painting “La Ronde de Nuit,” in the gallery at Amsterdam. Size 68. 
This medal was subscribed for through B. Westerman & Co., New York. Also, a 
curious copper satirical piece, referring to the pretender, James Francis Edward. Ov. 
The King astride of a lobster, &c. Rev. Coat of Arms bearing windmill, the shield 
surmounted by a priest’s Biretta. Mr. Wood also exhibited several medals published by 
Diehl of Philadelphia, bearing various reverses, Independence Hall, &c., and on the 
obverse the Washington head of his Norwalk Medal, the hub of which Mr. Key had 
transferred without his consent or knowledge to Mr. Diehl. 


WitiaM POILLon, Secretary. 





SALES OF COINS. 
COL. M. I. COHEN'S COLLECTION. 


Tuts well known collection was sold by Bangs, Merwin & Co., New York, October 25-29, 
1875. We give the prices of some of the most desirable pieces. 


Greek Coins. Tetradrachms: Egina, Alexander, Thurium, Velia, $5, and $5.50 each. Staters: 
Alexander, gold, $14; Philip II., $9; Myrina, $6.25. Roman: 4s, 94 oz. v. f. $9; one quarter do. 3 oz. 
$3.50; Aug. Cesar, gold, $17.50; Antoninus Pius, do. $18; Valentinianus, $6.50; Honorius, $7; Leo, 
$5; Justinianus, $5.50; Byzantine, $6. American eagles, 1795, $21; 1796, $16; 1797, $11.50; do. 
small eagle, 1798, $16; 1799, $13; 1800, $13.50; 1801, $13.50; 1803, $12; 1804, $13; half eagles, 
1795, $10.25; do. $10; 1796, $12; 1797, $10.50; another, $7; do. $8; 1798, $8.50; 1815, v. f. and ex- 
tremely rare, ‘‘only five known,” $85; 1g21, $20; 1825, $10.25; 1827, $11.50; 1828, $13.50; 1829, 
$10.50; quarter eagles, 1796, without stars, $6.12; do. with stars, proof, $16; 1797, $14. 

Pattern Pieces. Disme, copper, $20; do. silver, $20; Od. as above, silver centre, rev. ‘* One Cent,” 
$45; half disme, silver, $6; half dime, 1794, copper, $12; 1836, flying eagle dollar, ‘‘ Gobrecht” in the 
Field, $29; 1836, flying eagle do. $9; dollar, 1838, $32; flying eagle dollar, 1839, $2g; dollars, 1794, 
$125; 1795, uncir., $15; 1804, $325, ‘‘ guaranteed to be original”; 1840, proof, $10.50; 1845, do. $13; 
1849, do. 13; 1851, do. $30; 1852, do. $44; 1854, do. $19; 1856, do. $13.50; halt dollars, 1794, 33; 
1799, $20; 1797, $28; 1801, f. ex. rare, $20; 1802, $13; 1827, proof, $12.50; 1836, ‘* Gobrecht ” head, 
proof, $12.50; 1853, proof, $10; quarter dollars, 1796, f. and ex. r. $22; 1804, f. $9; 1815, $18; 1822, 
proof, $10.50; 1823, $23.50; 1854, proof, $8; 1856, do. $6; dimes, 1796, $5.25; 1804, $10; 1809, 
$11.25; 1825, proof, $5; 1846, do. $5.75; 1848, do. $6; 1856, do. $4; half dimes, 1794, $4.60; 1796, 
$3; 1802, $23; 1803, $11; 1805, $4; 1829, proof, $4; 1846, do. $4.50; 1847, do. $2.25; 1856, do. 
$2.12. 

Medals, silver, Charles Carroll, $25; Palmetto Regiment, S. C., $15; J. H. B. Latrobe, $18. Eng- 
lish, silver, crown, Elizabeth, $17; do. $13; half do. $10.25; crown, James I., $12.50; half.do. $5.25; 
pound piece, Charles I., $32.50; half do. $16; five shilling piece, $9.50; Commonwealth crown, $16; 
half do. $6; Cromwell crown, $18; half do. $9; crown, Charles II., $4; half do. $3.25; James II., crown, 
$7.50; half do. $3.50; William and Mary, crown, $5.25; half do. $2; William IJI., crown, $6.75. Ameri- 
can, silver, set of trade dollars, 1873, (six,) $32; pattern pieces, Non Vi Virtute Vici, $31; Washing- 
ton cent, 1792, zz gold, $500; the same in copper, $25; American Colonial, N. E. shilling, $20; N. E. 
sixpence, ‘* believed original,” $12; pine tree shillings, (6,) from $2.25 to $6.50 each; sixpences, (4,) 
$2.37 to $4.25 each; threepences, (3,) $2.25 to $5.50 each; oak tree twopence, (2,) $3 each; oak tree 
shillings, (4,) $3.50 to $6.75 each; oak tree sixpences, $3.37 and $4.50; oak tree threepences, (3,) 
$1.50, $1.87, $2; oak twopence, (2,) .87, $1.50; Lord Baltimore shilling, f. $34; sixpence, do. $30; 
groat, do. $10; Baltimore Town piece, $25; Carolina half penny, $30; Rosa Americana penny, without 
date and crown, uncir., $14; Connecticut cent, ‘* Value me as you please,” v. poor, $27; another, rev. 
‘‘I am Pure Copper,” v. poor, $13.25; George Clinton piece, 1787, $21; ‘‘ Excelsior” cent, v. g. $18; 
set of (7 pieces) Wyatt’s counterfeit pine tree money, $5.50. 

A large number of fine and scarce pieces brought good prices, among which were many Colonial 
and Foreign pieces. The Catalogue comprised 2,400 lots. 
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COLONEL JAMES H. TAYLOR’S COLLECTION. 


Sotp by Geo. A Leavitt & Co., New York, November 16th, and following days. We give 
the prices of some of the principal pieces in the sale. 


Greek Coins. Tet. Antiochus 8th, $5.25; Alexander, $4; Athens, $5; Demetrius, v. f. $8; Leon- 
tium, $4.75; do. $5.50; Messana, $3; Philip, $4.13; Syracuse, $3.25; do. $5. Roman As, size 44, v. f. 
$22.50; another, $4.50; A very large number of Imperial Coins sold at low prices. American half 
dollar, 1796, $25; eagle, 1797, $18; pattern dollar, 1836, $8.25; proof sets: 1856, $10.75; 1858, $12. 
A large number of American Medals sold at low prices. Bronze Medal of Lord Byron, size 40, $13. 
Papal Medals: Alexander VII., (Scudo,) $3; Alexander VIII., $7; Clement XI., $4; (crown) 1781, 
$4. Silver, Pius VII., $9.50; Leo X., $8.50: Gregory XVI., $8; another, $7.50; Pius 1X., (silver,) 
size 38, $12; another, size 28, $6; Medal of Dante, Allighieri, silver, size 30, $8; Peter the Great, 
bronze, size 34, $4; Catharine II., size 30, $5; Correggio, size 38, $6; Vict. Columna, size 38, $4.50. 
American: Carolina half penny, 1694, $25.25; Immune Columbia, 1785, $20; Excelsior cent, 1787, $15; 
George Clinton, 1737, $38.50; Washington cent, 1792, $31; another, $29; Kentucky token, 1796, 
silver, $31; cent, 1793, $8.50; half cent, $15; dollar, 1794, $100; cent, 1795, Jefferson Head, $20; 
half cent, do. $32.50; half cent, 1796. $18; half dollar, 1796, $31; half dollar, 1797, $25; dime, 1798, 
$7.50; cent, 1799, $15.50; dollar, 1801, uncirculated $22; half dime, 1802, $35; cent, 1804, $7.50; 
half dime, 1805, $10; quarter dollar, 1823, $75; quarter dollar, 1827, $105; pattern dollar, 1839, $17; 
half cents: 1840, $7.50; do. 1841, $7.75; do. 1842, $14; do. 1843, $8; do. 1844, $8; do. 1845, $7.25; 
do. 1846, $7.50; do. 1847, $13; do. 1848, $8; do. 1852, $5.25; proof set, 1873, including the ** Trade 
Dollar,” $6.50; proof patterns trade dollar, six varieties, $36. The Catalogue comprised 2,389 lots. 


OBITUARY. 
MR. JAMES EDWARD ROOT. 


Mr. James Epwarp Root, a resident member of the Boston Numismatic Soetety, died 
suddenly of heart disease, at his summer residence, Bristol, Conn., September 20, 1875. He 
had formed a valuable collection of books, many of them being profusely illustrated, one of 
which, ‘‘ Hillard’s Life of Professor Ticknor,” was not completed at the time of Mr. Root’s death. 

His Cabinet of Medals and Coins contained many very fine and valuable pieces. Among his 
curiosities was the famous original Pen and Ink picture of the ‘‘ Rat Catcher,” by Carter; a very 
large Seal in Jade, belonging to the Emperor of China, taken from his palace during the war with 
the English ; and a beautiful Carnelian Seal, belonging to the late Duke of Wellington, bearing 
his arms. His collection of Autograph Letters and Manuscripts were valuable— among the latter 
was that of Mary Cowden Clarke’s ‘‘Concordance of Shakspeare,” and Charles Dickens's story of 
‘‘Hunted Down,” with a fine autograph letter of the author to Mr. R. and his family. He had 
given great attention to his collection of finely engraved Portraits, which is one of the best in the 
country. The following tribute to his worth and memory is taken from the Boston Datly Advertiser 
of September 25, 1875: ‘‘ James E. Root, Esq., whose funeral was so largely attended yesterday, 
was a man of mark in the literary and business world. His curious and excellent taste in matters 
of high art gave him place among the connoisseurs. His strict integrity in mercantile dealing won 
for him an honored name with his business associates. He was generous and urbane, an excellent 
friend, a delightful companion. He was an aspiring man. His standard of men, and books, and 
art was very high. Mr. Root was the possessor of some of the rare manuscripts, autographs and 
engravings of the world. In an especial manner his colleciion of engraved portraits was prized as 
one of the largest and most valuable in private hands in America. ‘The intimate acquaintance of 
such men is not readily made, and only those who can appreciate the motives that influenced him 
can understand the extent of the loss they have sustained. He was unostentatious but intellectual, 
undemonstrative but refined and courteous, and those who knew him best are to be his real 
mourners, for they loved him most.” 


MR. JOHN KIMBALL WIGGIN. 


Mr. Jonn Krpacr Wicern, a resident member of the Boston Numismatic Society, died in this 
city on the third of September, 1875, aftcr a protracted illness. Mr. Wiggin was well known as 
a collector and dealer in rare and valuable books and engravings. At one time he had a fine col- 
lection of Medals, Coins and Autographs. His library contained very many of the rarest works 
on early New England history, in the original editions ; also, the scarce editions of local history, 
and the finest specimens of reprints of scarce and valuable American books. Mr. Wiggin was one 
of the founders of this Society in 1860, and for several years its Treasurer. 
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EDITORIAL. 


WE have received from Mr. Edward Cogan a circular in relation to a valuable Collection of 
Medals and Coins which will be offered at auction by Bangs, Merwin & Co., New York, this 
month. The collection contains between eleven and twelve hundred Medals, American and 
Foreign, many of which are very fine and rare. It was formed by Col. E. Jewett, formerly of 
Utica, N. Y., who commenced the pursuit in 1826. Col. Jewett having resided many years 
abroad, we have no doubt that purchasers will find much to admire— particularly among the 
Medals. Mr. Cogan says that it is ‘‘by far the most varied and interesting Collection of Coins 
and Medals that I have ever yet had the satisfaction of presenting to the attention of those interested 
in the science of Numismatics.” 


Tue Centennial Medals given in the list published in this number of the Yourna/, can be 
obtained of J. W. Haseltine, 1225 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Tue ‘‘ black walnut medals,” so called, are, it is said, made from wood, cut wz/h the grain, 
steamed until it assumes a semi-pulpy condition, then coated with shell-lac, and the impression 
made by a squeeze and not by a blow. These, and rubber ‘‘medals,” are sometimes included 
under that name, because apparently formed froma die. Strictly speaking, the name of medal 
belongs only to those of metal, — both words being derived from the same root. Hon. J. Ham- 
mond Trumbull, in speaking of this, says: — ‘‘ ‘Metal’ is metal, even if it’s spelled witha d 
Architects and painters talk of ‘medallions,’ which are not of metal, but they use the word as they 
do ‘roses’ and ‘stars,’ figuratively. Wood is non-metallic, and consequently non-medallic.” 


‘* AncrENT Curtositigs.” <A great excitement has lately taken place in the village of Union 
Springs, N. Y., as we learn from the Adveriiser, the local paper there; the Rochester Democrat 
announced that a citizen of San Francisco had brought to light one of the Jackass Cents of 1837, 
upon which the Adverfiser says : — ‘‘ Nothing so remarkable in that; he had seen one in their 
village the day before!” The following week the Adverfiser man was shown a penny bearing the 
words, ‘‘ My third heat,” ‘‘ My Victory,” &c., &c., ‘‘and another penny” ‘‘ which bears on its face 
a ship under full sail,” and on the reverse, ‘‘Ships, Colonies, Commerce”! One would suppose 
that the village of Union Springs was in the heart of the Adirondacs, where they had not heard of 
the recent sales of the famous collections of Colonel Cohen and Colonel Taylor, in which were 
thousands of coins, and for which thousands of dollars were obtained. The first time our friend 
of the ‘‘ Advertiser” goes to the city, he can buy of Mr. Sampson, corner of Fulton Street and 
Broadway, a specimen of each of the above pieces for a shilling. 


WE hope to publish in our next number another article on Masonic Medals, for which we 
have received some contributions from correspondents, but which are necessarily omitted at this 
time. Another article, on the ‘‘Cairara Medals,” sometimes classed with Masonic Medals, we are 
obliged to defer. 





CURRENCY. 


Every Medal has its reverse. 

KIND words are better than gold. 

A HANDICAP—A cap full of money. 

A Goop round sum—A circular note. 

THE dawn of day has gold in its mouth. 

THERE is no Safe basis for currency but coin. 

A LECTURER who was advised that he could not gain the attention of a Scotch audience, com- 
menced his address by saying, ‘‘1 will show you how to save a shilling,” and secured at once the most 
earnest hearing. 


























NOT rere 44 
LIBEROR- GERMAN. 





MASONIC MEDALS. 














re ——_— _ — 





